
Dr. Linwood "Little Bear"
Custalow
April 23, 1937 - December 19, 2014

Dr. Linwood “Little Bear”’ Custalow, 77, passed away Friday, December 19th,
2014. He was born on April 23, 1937 on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation in
King William County, Virginia to Chief Webster “Little Eagle” Custalow and
Mary Lee “White Dove” Custalow. Lin married Barbara Asbury on November
25, 1960, while in medical school. He had 5 children, a son and 4 daughters,
Darryl, Beth, Amy, Lisa, and Julie. He was the first American Indian to
graduate from a medical college in Virginia. He graduated from the Medical
College of Virginia in 1964. He moved to Newport News, Virginia in 1969
where he practiced in his specialty of Ear, Nose Throat, Facial Plastic Surgery,
and Allergy for 38 years. He was a founding and active member of the
Association of American Indian Physicians (AAIP). Lin was a diplomat of The
American Board of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery, The National
Board of Medical Examiners, and The Board of Environmental Medicine. He
belonged to the local, state and national medical societies as well as those of
his specialties. He is a fellow of the American Academy of Otolaryngology, the
International College of Surgeons, and the American Academy of
Environmental Medicine. Lin assisted in the health care of the Mattaponi Tribe
as well as numerous other reservations. Over the years, he served on the
boards of Youth for Christ, Youth Challenge, Bacone College in Oklahoma,
Bluefield College and his churches. He was the Historian for the Mattaponi
Tribe, and the author of “The True Story of Pocahontas, the Other Side of
History.” Lin was awarded as an Outstanding Young Man of America in 1966



and an Outstanding Personality of the South in 1968. He was honored with
the Unknown Indian Award in 1990 for his service to the American Indian
communities. 
Lin was preceded in death by his parents, Chief Webster “Little Eagle”
Custalow and Mary Lee “White Feather” Custalow, and his son, Darryl
Webster Custalow. Lin is survived by his wife, Barbara Custalow; his 4
daughters, Dr. Beth Custalow, Amy Custalow Wendling, Lisa Custalow Boom,
and Julie Custalow Sanchez; his 3 sons-in-law Steve Boom, Mike Wendling,
and Angelo Sanchez; and his 6 grandchildren, Cameron Boom, Amelie Boom,
Sophie Wendling, Matthew Wendling, Sebastian Boom, and soon to be born,
Ethan Sanchez. He is also survived by his 5 sisters and 3 brothers, Eleanor
Cannada, Edith Khuns, Dolores Salmon, Shirley McGowan, Carl Custalow,
Ryland Custalow, Leon Custalow, and Debbie Porreco. 

 A celebration of Lin’s life will be held at Vincent’s Funeral Home, 417 11th
Street, West Point, VA from 6-8 pm on Tuesday, December 23, 2014. A
service and interment on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation will be held at 11
am on Friday, December 26, 2014. Reception will follow at the Community
Center on the Reservation. In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the
Mattaponi Eagle Trust, which provides education and assists with land
acquisition for the Mattaponi People and Tribe. Please make checks out to
Mattaponi Eagle Trust For Land Acquisition and Education and send to
Mattaponi Eagle Trust, c/o Barbara Custalow, P.O. Box 5845, Williamsburg,
VA 23188.
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Peggy Kent - January 11, 2015 at 07:51 PM

My condolences to Dr Custalow's family. My daughter and I visited
the Mattaponi Museum about 7 yrs ago and later enjoyed reading
Dr Custalow's book. He leaves a wonderful legacy. 

 Peggy Kent 
 Madison Heights, VA

Richard Cheatham - January 11, 2015 at 11:55 AM

I am so sorry to hear this just today in January! So very sorry!
Linwood was a very fine man and I admired him very much! My
thoughts and prayers are with his wonderful family. Life is magic
and fragile and all too short. I am blessed to have known Linwood
and to have had him touch my life.

Terry Maresca - January 04, 2015 at 02:02 PM

I am sorry to hear of Dr. Custalow's passing. I am grateful to him
and the other founding members of the Association of American
Indian Physicians. He will be remembered in the future during our
initiation ceremonies. My sincere condolences and prayers for
comfort to his family and the tribal community he loved so dearly. 
Dr. Terry Maresca, AAIP member
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qioVadis w wright - December 27, 2014 at 08:56 AM

I did not know dr. custalow but his record is a
boon for all americans and we are as proud
as you are to even read about his
accomplishments.God bless the family

Rick & Kim Knight - December 25, 2014 at 08:00 PM

Sharing our thoughts and prayers for the loss to the Custalow family
and the Indian community. 

  
Rick Knight (Patawomeck Tribe) 

 Kim Knight

Josh E. - December 25, 2014 at 02:24 PM

I'm sorry to hear of your family's great loss. Mr.Custalow was a man
who did many noteworthy things. Please accept my condolences.
Soon "death will be swallowed up" and "the righteous will posess
the earth." (Isaiah 25:8; Psalms 37:29)

Andrea Day - December 22, 2014 at 11:05 AM

We are very sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you all. Love, Steve, Andrea, Alex and Karina Day


